THE TOWER
advanced troops were overwhelmed and routed, and for an
hour confusion reigned in their camp. But Luxembourg was
equal to the emergency, and managed to draw out an ordered
line of battle. The British infantry formed the forefront of
the allied attack. Eight splendid regiments under General
Mackay charged and broke the Swiss in fighting as fierce as
had been seen in Europe in living memory. Luxembourg
launched the Household troops of France upon the British
division, already strained by
its exertions, and after a
furious struggle fought
mostly with sword and bay-
onet beat them back.
Meanwhile from all sides
the French advanced, and their
reinforcements began to reach
the field.   Count Solms, the
Dutch officer and William's
relation, who  had replaced
Marlborough in command of the British contingent, had
already earned the cordial dislike of its officers and men.   He
knew their feelings and returned them with interest.   Now,
with a callous remark, he refused to send Mackay the help for
which he begged.    A Dutch general on the opposite flank
whom we now meet for the first time, the valiant Overkirk,
brought two battalions to their aid with remarkable effect.
But for this, that British force of which Marlborough had
been so proud the year before would have been cut to pieces.
As it was they escaped with a loss of their two best generals,
Mackay and Lanier, and of half their number, more than
three thousand being killed or wounded.    William seemed
unable to control the battle.   Witness of this cruel disaster,
we are assured that he shed bitter tears as he watched the
slaughter and exclaimed, " Oh, my poor English ! "   But
what was the good of that ?   By noon the whole of the allied
army was in retreat, and although the losses of seven or eight
thousand men on either side were equal, the French proclaimed
their victory throughout Europe.
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